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2012 AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC TEAM 
Equestrian Australia  

NOMINATION CRITERIA 
 

NOTE: The AOC reserves the right to require amendments to the Nomination Criteria and amend its Selection Criteria as necessary, 
particularly where there is a change to the Qualification System or significant circumstances affecting the nomination process. 

 
1 Shadow Team 

 
(1)  Equestrian Australia will choose Athletes from within its sport to be members of the AOC’s 

Shadow Team. The AOC may recognise other Athletes from within this sport to also be 
members of the Shadow Team. 

 
(2) In order to be chosen by Equestrian Australia as a member of the Shadow Team each Athlete 

must be a member of the 2012 National Elite or A Squad as selected by Equestrian Australia 
and attached as Attachment 3. 

 
(3) In order to be recognised as a member of the Shadow Team the Athlete must have signed the 

Consent to Shadow Team Membership Form (Attachment 2) and in the case of minors, the 
Parents/Guardians Acknowledgment for Minors Form (Attachment 3) and provided it to 
Equestrian Australia: Brett Mace, High Performance Manager at PO Box 673, Sydney 
Markets, NSW 2129. 

 
(4) Equestrian Australia will provide all Athletes chosen or recognised as members of the Shadow 

Team with the Guide to Selection, the Selection Criteria and this Nomination Criteria.  The 
AOC Olympic Team Selection By-Law and the Qualification System will be made available 
on the AOC’s website (www.olympics.com.au). 

 
(5) Equestrian Australia will advise the AOC of the Athletes that it has chosen as members of the 

Shadow Team at such time as required by the AOC. 
 

(6) If an Athlete breaches the requirements of the Nomination Criteria, the Selection Criteria or 
the Olympic Team Selection By-Law, Equestrian Australia or the AOC may suspend or 
terminate the Athlete’s membership of the Shadow Team. 

 
2 Nomination of Athletes 

 
For the purposes of nomination to the AOC of Athletes for selection to the 2012 Australian Olympic 
Team Equestrian Australia will: 

 
(1) Only nominate those horse and Athlete combinations who to the satisfaction of Equestrian 

Australia have competed in the events or trials, completed the training regime and fulfilled 
other attendance and team participation requirements as set out in Part A (for Dressage), Part 
B (for Eventing) and Part C (for Jumping) of this Nomination Criteria. 

 
(2) Only  nominate those  horse  and  Athlete combinations who  have  met  the  FEI  Minimum 

Eligibility Standard (MES) as set out for each discipline in Part A, B or C of this Nomination 
Criteria; 

 
(3) Only nominate Athletes who are, or are recognised by the AOC as, members of the Shadow 

Team; 
 

(4) Only nominate those Athletes it honestly believes have met the requirements described in the 
Selection Criteria; 

 
(5) Only nominate those Athletes who have signed the Athlete Nomination Form as issued by the 

AOC from time to time; 
 

(6) not nominate more horse and Athlete combinations (including reserves) than the maximum 
number permitted under the Qualification System; and 
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(7) not nominate Athletes who have breached the AOC Anti-Doping By-Law unless the Athlete 
has already been sanctioned for the breach and has completed the sanction imposed. 

 
3 Veterinary Examination of Horses 

 
(1)        All horses in contention for Olympic nomination and ridden by Athletes who have signed the 

Consent to Consideration for Nomination Form (Attachment 1) issued by the AOC from time 
to time, must be made available for examination by the National Veterinarian as requested by 
the Chair of the Selection Panel, or the High Performance Manager. 

 
(2) Any horse that is being examined for inclusion onto any nominated list must be passed fit to 

compete at the level required to attain the MES for the respective discipline by the Team 
Veterinarian. 

 
4 Illness/Misadventure/Extenuating Circumstances 

 
This clause will only apply in determining whether a horse and Athlete combination has met the 
additional criteria imposed by Equestrian Australia pursuant to clauses 2(1): 

 
(1) In  considering  the  performances  of  Athletes  at  events,  trials,  training  camps  or  other 

attendances required under clauses 2(1) of this Nomination Criteria Equestrian Australia’s 
Selection Panel may in their discretion give weight to extenuating circumstances. 

 
(2) For the purposes of this clause 4, “extenuating circumstances” means an inability to compete 

and/or attend events, trials, training camps or other attendances arising from: 
 

(a) injury or illness to either Athlete or horse; 

(b) travel delays; 

(c) bereavement or disability arising from death or serious illness of an immediate family 
member; and/or 

 

(d) any  other  factors  reasonably  considered  by  Equestrian  Australia  to  constitute 
extenuating circumstances. 

 
(3) Horse and Athlete combinations unable to compete at events, trials, training camps or other 

attendances required under this Nomination Criteria must advise the Equestrian Australia 
Chief Executive Officer in writing of this fact and the reasons before the commencement of 
the events, trials, training camps or other attendances required under this Nomination Criteria. 

 
(4) In the case of illness or injury, Athletes will be required to undergo a medical examination by 

a doctor or doctors nominated by Equestrian Australia and for horses, a veterinary examination 
by the Team Veterinarian or Vet nominated by the Team Veterinarian 

 
(5) A decision in each case of extenuating circumstances will be made by Equestrian Australia 

Selection Panel on an individual basis. Any such decision will not be binding on the AOC. 
 
 
 

5 Replacement of horse and Athlete combinations 
 

5.1. Injury/Illness of Athletes 
 

(1) Athletes selected will only be replaced if, in the opinion of the Equestrian Australia nominated 
medical professional, the following circumstances exist: 

 
(a) the Athlete will not be capable of performing in the 2012 Olympic Games, London, to 

the level which the Athlete would be expected to perform if not affected by the 
illness/injury in question; or 
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(b) by competing with the illness or injury in question in the 2012 Olympic Games, 
London, the Athlete may suffer significant short or long term medical complications 
that pose an unacceptable risk to the Athlete. 

 
(2) The High Performance Manager must follow the recommendation of the Equestrian Australia 

nominated medical professional when determining whether a horse and Athlete combination 
should be replaced. 

 
(3) If  the  High  Performance  Manager  determines  to  replace  a  selected  horse  and  Athlete 

combination, the Equestrian Australia Selection Panel will recommend to the AOC that the 
horse and Athlete combination should be replaced with a horse and Athlete combination 
nominated in accordance with the process in clause 2 above. 

 
(4) The  AOC  will  determine  whether  a  selected  horse  and  Athlete  combination  should  be 

replaced, in its absolute discretion. In exercising its discretion, the AOC will be subject to any 
conditions that apply in relation to entry for the 2012 Olympic Games. 

 
(5)         The final date of replacement will be determined by the LOCOG Late Athlete Replacement 

Policy. 
 

5.2. Dramatic Loss of Form/Fitness or Illness/Injury of Horses 
 

(1) A horse will only be replaced if, in the opinion of the Equestrian Australia Team Veterinarian 
or National Performance Director: the horse will not be capable of performing in the 2012 
Olympic Games, London, to the level which the horse would be expected to perform as a 
result of a dramatic loss of form, fitness or illness/injury. 

 
(2) The High Performance Manager will, in their absolute discretion, determine whether a horse 

and Athlete combination should be replaced. The High Performance Manager must consider 
the   recommendations   of   the   Equestrian   Australia   Team   Veterinarian   and   National 
Performance Director when determining whether a horse and Athlete combination should be 
replaced. 

 
(3) If  the  High  Performance  Manager  determines  to  replace  a  selected  horse  and  Athlete 

combination, the Equestrian Australia Selection Panel will recommend to the AOC that the 
horse and Athlete combination should be replaced with a horse and Athlete combination 
nominated in accordance with the process in clause 2 above. 

 
(4) The  AOC  will  determine  whether  a  selected  horse  and  Athlete  combination  should  be 

replaced, in its absolute discretion. In exercising its discretion, the AOC will be subject to any 
conditions that apply in relation to entry for the 2012 Olympic Games. 

 
(5) The final date of replacement will be determined by the FEI Regulations for Equestrian Events 

at the Olympic Games, 23rd Edition and LOCOG Late Athlete Replacement Policy. 
 
 
 

6 Making of Nominations 
 

Nominations by Equestrian Australia must be received by the AOC by 10:00am AEST on Friday 22 
June 2012.  Nominations made after this deadline (or within such further deadline as the AOC may 
allow) will be invalid unless made pursuant to a direction or award in respect of an appeal against non- 
nomination to Equestrian Australia Appeals Tribunal or the Court of Arbitration for Sport pursuant to 
the AOC’s Olympic Team Selection By-Law and which appeal had been commenced prior to the 
deadline for receipt of nominations by the AOC. 

 
The 10:00am AEST on Friday 22 June 2012 deadline for the making of nominations by Equestrian 
Australia applies irrespective of any deadline prescribed under the Qualification System or by the 
Organising Committee for the 2012 Olympic Games. 
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7 Amendments to Nomination Criteria 
 

This Nomination Criteria may be amended by Equestrian Australia with the prior written approval of 
the AOC. Any amended Nomination Criteria will be distributed by Equestrian Australia via email to 
Shadow Team members and posted on the Equestrian Australia website and brought to the attention of 
the Shadow Team members via email and SMS. 

 
8 Appeals 

 
Any dispute regarding a horse and Athlete combination’s nomination or non-nomination by EA to the 
AOC will be addressed according to the Olympic Team Selection By-Law. 

 
There are no rights of appeal by an Owner regarding the non-nomination of their horse or of the non- 
nomination of the Athlete of their horse. 

 
9 Interpretation 

 
(1)         Words used in this Nomination Criteria have the same meaning ascribed to them in the AOC’s 

Selection By-Law unless a contrary meaning appears from the context. 
 

(2) In this Nomination Criteria the following words and phrases have the following meanings: 

“Discipline” means the specific discipline of the sport, being Eventing, Dressage or Jumping. 

“FEI” means the Federation Equestre Internationale, the International governing body of 
Equestrian sport. 

 
“Grand Prix Special Edition” means FEI Olympic Grand Prix Special (Edition 2011) Dressage 
Test 

 
“Grand Prix Tests” means FEI Grand Prix (Edition 2009) Dressage Test 

 
“LOCOG” means the London Organising Committee for the 2012 Olympic Games 

 
“Nomination Events” for Dressage mean the Grand Prix Test at the following two (2) events 
to be held in Europe: 

 
(i)          Mannheim (GER) from 3-8 May 2012; and 
(ii)         Compiegne (FRA) from 31 May – 3 June 2012. 

 
“Owner” means a person or persons registered as the official horse owner with the EA State 
Branch. Where there are multiple owners, a representative nominated in writing to EA by the 
owners may act on behalf of the owners. 

 
“Qualification System” means  the  Olympic Qualification System  for  the  2012  Olympic 
Games published by FEI to determine the allocation of quota places to various nations to 
qualify to participate in the Olympic Games (as amended from time to time), a copy of which 
is available at www.olympics.com.au. 

 
“Selection Panel” means the panel of selectors as determined by Equestrian Australia for each 
Discipline. 

 
Athlete 

 
10 Law 

 
This document is governed by the laws applicable in the State of New South Wales. 
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Part A:  DRESSAGE 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

(1) This Part A of the Nomination Criteria must be read in conjunction with the general 
requirements of the EA Nomination Criteria. Athletes should familiarise themselves with all 
the requirements of these documents. 

(2) All horse and Athlete combinations must comply with the FEI horse and Athlete Minimum 
Eligibility Standards, as published in the FEI Qualification System on the FEI website: 
www.fei.org. 

 
 

2. NOMINATION PROCESS – DRESSAGE 
 

(a)  The objective of these Nomination Criteria is to nominate horse and Athlete combinations that the 
Dressage Selection Panel believes will achieve the best possible result at the 2012 Olympic Games. 
The term ‘best possible result’ covers both an individual and a team result and is based on the 
expectation that a team can finish in the top eight (8) places or 2 individual Athletes in the top thirty- 
two (32) individual classification places at the 2012 Olympic Games. 

 
 

(b)  If Australia qualifies an individual quota place for a horse and Athlete combination, the Dressage 
Selection Panel will nominate a horse and Athlete combination in accordance with clause 4(A) below. 

 
 

(c)  If Australia qualifies in the team competition, the maximum number of Athletes shall be three (3) 
Athletes. 

 
 

(d)  If Australia does not qualify a team, the number of horse and Athlete combinations to be nominated for 
the individual events shall be according to the FEI Olympic Athletes Ranking (1 March 2011 to 1 
March 2012). 

 
 

(e)  An Athlete or horse and Athlete combination who is a part of the performance upon which Australia 
qualifies a team or individual place, will not necessarily be the Athlete or horse and Athlete 
combination nominated for selection to the 2012 Australian Olympic Team. 

 
 

(f)   The Dressage Nomination offers horse and Athlete combinations the opportunity to be nominated to 
the Australian Olympic Team in three ways, as set out in clause 4 below. These are:- 

 
 

(i)   Early Nomination 
(ii)  Automatic Nomination 
(iii) Discretionary Nomination 

 

 
(g)  The Nomination Events for Dressage are the Grand Prix Tests at the following events to be held in 

Europe: 
 
 

• Mannheim CDI to be held in Mannheim (GER) 3-8 May 2012; and 
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• Compiegne CDI to be held in Compiegne (FRA) 31 May – 3 June 2012, 
 
 

The above events are subject to FEI confirmation. In the event that one or both are modified or 
cancelled, an alternative competition will be advised as soon as practicable. 

 
If there is Grand Prix for Special and Grand Prix for Freestyle at the Nomination Events, Equestrian 
Australia will advise all eligible horse and Athlete combinations which Grand Prix they will be 
required to enter and horse and Athlete combinations will be required to enter in this Grand Prix. 
 
If a rider has additional MES qualified horses that did not participate in the Nomination Events due to 
Nomination Event Organising Committee entry restrictions, these additional horses may be exempt 
from the requirements to compete in Nomination Events if the horse that participated in the 
Nomination Event needs to be replaced under clause 5.2 of the general EA Nomination Criteria. 
 

 
3. CRITERIA FOR NOMINATION EVENTS SHORT LIST 

 
A short list of up to eight (8) horse and Athlete combinations will be chosen by the Dressage Selection Panel on 
or before 5 March 2012 to compete in the two Nomination Events as required for Automatic or Discretionary 
Nomination to the AOC. In determining the short list, the Dressage Selection Panel will take into consideration: 

 
(a)   the performances of horse and Athlete combinations based on results from the Grand Prix Test at CDI 

and CDI-W events in Australia, Europe and the USA between 1 January 2011 and 5 March 2012. In 
considering such results, the following competition based factors will be taken into consideration: 

 
 

(i.) performances achieved in outdoor competitions will have priority over indoor 
competitions; 

 
 

(ii.) the standard of competition, the number of competitors, the level and experience of 
the judges and the overall quality of the competition; 

 
 

(iii.) type of footing, weather conditions and arena characteristics; 
 
 

(iv.) head-to-head performances of horse and Athlete combinations, however placings do 
not automatically position one horse and Athlete combination above another in terms 
of selection for the Short List; and 

 
 

(b)  the ability of the Athlete to prepare their horse to peak condition for a major campaign. 
 
 
 

4. NOMINATION 
 

 
(A) Individual Nomination 

If Australia qualifies an individual quota place as per clause 2(b) above, the Dressage Selection Panel 
will nominate one horse and Athlete combination having achieved the following criteria: 

 
a.)  have competed in the Nomination Events, subject to clause 5 below; and 

 
 

b.)  compete in at least four (4) Grand Prix Tests from 1 January 2012 to 3 June 2012, of which two 
(2) of which must be at a CDI or CDI-W; and 

c.)   compete in the Olympic Grand Prix Special (Edition 2011) on at least two (2) occasions in 
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2011/2012 at either National or International events. 
 
 

In addition to the horse and Athlete combinations meeting the requirements listed above in clauses 
4(A)(a) – 4(A)(c) the Dressage Selection Panel will take into consideration the following factors when 
nominating horse and Athlete combinations to the AOC:- 

 
d.)  the scores achieved in Nomination Events; 

 
 

e.)  performances at all CDIs and CDIs-W from 1 January 2011 to 3 June 2012 however placings do 
not automatically position one horse and Athlete combination above another; 

 
 

f.)   particular emphasis may be placed on performances achieved from March 2012 to the date of 
nomination; 

 
 

g.)  a horse and Athlete combination that has demonstrated a consistent competition performance 
standard during 1 January 2011 to 03 June 2012 may be nominated ahead of a horse and Athlete 
combination that may have achieved higher scores, on a less regular basis; 

 
 

h.)  the age, soundness and fitness of the horse following consultation with the EA National Team 
Veterinarian or an appointed Veterinarian (as authorised by the EA National Veterinarian); 

 
 

i.)    the ability of the horse and Athlete combination to perform under any climatic conditions predicted 
for, and relevant to London during the period of the 2012 Olympic Games; 

 
 

j.)    the ability of the Athlete to: 
 
 

(i.) prepare their horse to peak condition for a major campaign; and 
 
 

(ii.) contribute towards an effective team environment; and 
 
 

k.)   competition based factors such as: 
 
 

(i.) performances achieved in outdoor competitions will have priority over scores 
achieved in indoor competitions; 

 
 

(ii.) the standard of competition, the number of competitors, the level and experience of 
the judges and the overall quality of the competition; 

 
 

(iii.) type of footing, weather conditions and arena characteristic; and 
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(iv.) head-to-head performances of horse and Athlete combinations, however placings at 
the Nomination Events do not automatically position one horse and Athlete 
combination above another in terms of nomination. 

 
 

(B) Early Nomination 
The Dressage Selection Panel may, in their discretion, nominate one horse and Athlete combination to 
the AOC for nomination to the 2012 Australian Olympic Team before the Nomination Events. 

 
 

In exercising their discretion, the Dressage Selection Panel will consider the horse and Athlete 
combinations demonstrated ability to meet the objectives of this Dressage Nomination Criteria together 
with outstanding performances above 75% achieved in Grand Prix Tests from all CDI and CDI-W 
competitions held between 1 January 2011 and 1 May 2012 in either Australia or overseas, with 
particular attention to form in the most recent competitions (January-May 2012). 

 

 
(C) Automatic Nomination 

One horse and Athlete combination will be automatically nominated to the AOC. In order to be 
automatically nominated, the combination must: 

 

 
a.)  compete in the Nomination Events and achieve the highest combined total percentage of the 

Australian horse and Athlete combinations from both Nomination Events; and 
 
 

b.)  compete in at least four (4) Grand Prix Tests from 01 January 2012 to 03 June 2012, of which two 
(2) of which must be at a CDI or CDI-W. 

 
 

c.)   compete in the Olympic Grand Prix Special (Edition 2011) on at least two (2) occasions in 
2011/2012 at either National or International events. 

 
(D) Discretionary Nomination 

 
Following the Early and Automatic Nomination of horse and Athlete combinations to the AOC, the 
Dressage Selection Panel will nominate the remainder of the Dressage team in its discretion, based on 
horse and Athlete combinations having achieved the following criteria:- 

 

 
l.)    have competed in the Nomination Events, subject to clause 5 below; and 

 
 

m.) compete in at least four (4) Grand Prix Tests from 1 January 2012 to 3 June 2012, of which two 
(2) of which must be at a CDI or CDI-W; and 

 
 

n.)  compete in the Olympic Grand Prix Special (Edition 2011) on at least two (2) occasions in 
2011/2012 at either National or International events. 

 
 

In addition to the horse and Athlete combinations meeting the requirements listed above in clauses 
4(C)(a) – 4(C)(c) the Dressage Selection Panel will take into consideration the following factors when 
nominating horse and Athlete combinations to the AOC:- 

 
o.)  the scores achieved in Nomination Events; 

 
 

p.)  performances at all CDIs and CDIs-W from 1 January 2011 to 3 June 2012 however placings do 
not automatically position one horse and Athlete combination above another; 
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q.)  particular emphasis may be placed on performances achieved from March 2012 to the date of 
nomination; 

 
 

r.)   a horse and Athlete combination that has demonstrated a consistent competition performance 
standard during 1 January 2011 to 03 June 2012 may be nominated ahead of a horse and Athlete 
combination that may have achieved higher scores, on a less regular basis; 

 
 

s.)   the age, soundness and fitness of the horse following consultation with the EA National Team 
Veterinarian or an appointed Veterinarian (as authorised by the EA National Veterinarian); 

 
 

t.)   the ability of the horse and Athlete combination to perform under any climatic conditions predicted 
for, and relevant to London during the period of the 2012 Olympic Games; 

 
 

u.)  the ability of the Athlete to: 
 
 

(iii.) prepare their horse to peak condition for a major campaign; and 
 
 

(iv.) contribute towards an effective team environment; and 
 
 

v.)   competition based factors such as: 
 
 

(v.) performances achieved in outdoor competitions will have priority over scores 
achieved in indoor competitions; 

 
 

(vi.) the standard of competition, the number of competitors, the level and experience of 
the judges and the overall quality of the competition; 

 
 

(vii.) type of footing, weather conditions and arena characteristic; and 
 
 

(viii.) head-to-head performances of horse and Athlete combinations, however placings at 
the Nomination Events do not automatically position one horse and Athlete 
combination above another in terms of nomination. 

 
 

5. EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES 
 

For the purpose of Discretionary Nomination under clause 4(D) above, the Dressage Selection Panel may, in their 
discretion, excuse a horse and Athlete combination from compliance with the requirements of competing in the 
Nomination Events as outlined in clause 2(g) above on the basis of extenuating circumstances as defined in 
clause 4 of the EA Nomination Criteria. 
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6. NOMINATION TIMELINES 
 

Date Event Comments 
 
 

28 October 2011 
 

3 Nov. 2011 

 
Group F & G Regional Olympic Team 
Qualification Event 

Regional Qualifier held over split legs in 
AUS & Europe. 

1.    AUS National Dressage 
Championships, SIEC. 

 
2.    Ermelo (NED) 

26 January 2012 Dressage Selection Panel announce Shadow 
Team 

National Elite & A Squads 

5 March Dressage Selection Panel announce Short List 
for Nomination Events 

Up to eight (8) combinations to be named 

1 March 2012 FEI Individual Rankings FEI Olympic Athletes Ranking 
established 
FEI to inform NOC/NF of its quota of 
individual places 

3-8 May 2012 Mannheim CDI (GER) Olympic Nomination Event # 1 

31 May – 3 June 
2012 

Compiegne CDI (FRA) Olympic Nomination Event # 2 

4 June 2012 Final Veterinary Examination Full Veterinary examination of all horses 
in contention prior to nomination of 
combinations to the AOC 

6 June 2012 Nomination of Australian Dressage Team to 
AOC 

EA to advise AOC of Dressage Team for 
2012 Olympic Games 

22 June 2012 Deadline for EA to nominate Athletes to 
AOC 
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Part B:  EVENTING 
 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

(1)  This Part B of the Nomination Criteria must be read in conjunction with the general requirements 
of the EA Nomination Criteria. Athletes should familiarise themselves with all the requirements of 
these documents. 

(2)  All horse and Athlete combinations must comply with the FEI horse and Athlete Minimum 
Eligibility Standards, as published in the FEI Qualification System on the FEI website: 
www.fei.org. 

 
2. NOMINATION PROCESS - EVENTING 

 
The Nomination Criteria combine both competition and general criteria. The primary objective is to nominate 
horse and Athlete combinations that the Eventing Selection Panel believes will achieve the best possible result 
at the 2012 Olympic Games. The term ‘best possible result’ covers both an individual and a team result. 

 
(a)  Horses must be sound and fit to compete at Championship level as determined by the Eventing Team 

vet 
 

(b)  Athletes must be fit to compete at the required level as assessed by the National Performance Director. 
 
 

3. NOMINATION CRITERIA - EVENTING 
 

3.1 Competition Criteria 
 

To be considered for nomination, a horse and Athlete combination should have achieved the competition criteria 
as follows: 

 
(a)  Completed a CCI*** or CCI**** event in the period from 1 January 2011 to 18 June 2012 with a total 

penalty score of 62 or less. 
 

(b)  Horse and Athlete combination has competed to the satisfaction of the Eventing Selection Panel in at 
least two (2) CIC/CNC*** (Advanced UK) events or one (1) CCI***/**** event in the period between 
1 January 2012 to 18 June 2012. 

 
(c)  In exceptional circumstances the Eventing Selection Panel, if unanimous and having the written 

confirmation of the EA High Performance Manager, may waive the requirement to achieve the stated 
score in a CCI***/**** event. Exceptional circumstances may include, but are not limited to: 

 
(i.) horses with outstanding ability in cross-country, jumping or dressage but which have 

not achieved the stated score in this period, or 
 

(ii.) in a situation where a reliable and consistent combination is nominated to meet the 
Team objective and provide an effective balance within the Team. 

 
3.2 General Criteria 

 
Subject to Australia being allocated a quota place pursuant to the FEI Qualification System, the Eventing 
Selection Panel will recommend to Equestrian Australia horse and Athlete combinations to be nominated to the 
AOC for selection, who in the Eventing Selection Panel’s absolute discretion, are determined to have the ability 
to achieve the best possible result at the 2012 Olympic Games having considered the following: 
Athlete 

(a)  Horse and Athlete combination performances in events outlined in clause 3.1 above; 
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(b)  The Eventing Selection Panel will primarily consider performances of horses and Athletes at all 
CCI*** and CCI**** events from 1 January 2011, however performances prior to 2011 may also be 
considered subject to combinations meeting the Competition Criteria; 

 
(c)  Performances at CCI**** events, along with the stronger CCI*** events, may carry a greater 

weighting to other events such as CICs 
 

(d)  Placings at the CCI*** and CCI**** events relevant to the Competition Criteria and other head-to- 
head performances will be considered but do not automatically position one horse and Athlete 
combination above another in terms of selection. 

 
(e)  Competition-based factors at the CCI*** and CCI**** events will be taken into consideration, 

including, but not restricted to: 
 

(i.) the performance of a horse and Athlete combination in relation to the quality and 
number of competitors 

 
(ii.) the technical features of the competition, in particular the cross-country fences and 

terrain 
 

(iii.) the quality of the riding by an Athlete 
 

(iv.) the general conditions under which the performance is achieved, such as the weather 
and footing; and 

 
(v.) the suitability of the horse and Athlete combination for the 2012 Olympic Games 

taking into account the objective of the team and individual competition and the type 
of combinations required to achieve the best possible results in the expected 
conditions. 

 
(f)   Where the aspect of ‘current form’ is to be considered, performances at recent events may be taken into 

account in comparison to performances achieved earlier. For the purpose of the nomination criteria, 
recent will generally relate to performance in 2012. The issue of the soundness of the horse will be 
taken into account in considering the aspect of current form 

 
(g)  The ability and experience of the horse and Athlete combinations to compete successfully at high level 

international competition, will include the following aspects: 
 

(i.) the ability, or potential ability, of horse and Athlete combinations to perform under 
the stress and pressure of a Olympic Games 

 
(ii.) the ability of Athletes to prepare their horse to peak condition for a major campaign 

 
(iii.) the ability of Athletes to contribute towards an effective team environment, and 

 
 

(h)  Consistency of performance and the likelihood of a suitable performance to contribute towards a team 
score may be considered. If in the opinion of the Eventing Selection Panel a consistent horse and 
Athlete combination will contribute towards an effective team score, this horse and Athlete 
combination may be nominated ahead of another horse and Athlete combination that has performed 
well under the Competition Criteria, but which, in the opinion of the Eventing Selection Panel, has the 
potential to be inconsistent. 

 
(i)   The Eventing Selection Panel may, in its discretion, place greater emphasis on one or more of the 

General Criteria in considering the horse and Athlete combinations for nomination to the AOC. 
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4. NOMINATION TIMELINE 
 
 

Date Event Comments 
26 January 2012 Eventing Shadow Team Named National Elite & A Squads 

10 - 16 June Final Veterinary Inspections  
18 June Nomination of Australian Eventing Team to 

AOC 
EA to advise AOC of Eventing Team for 
London Olympic Games 

23-24 June Nominated  Fitness  Trial  –  for  Olympic 
Team & Reserves Sydney 

AUS-based combinations 

01 July Barbury  Castle  Fitness  Trial  for  Olympic 
Team & Reserves 

UK-based combinations 

06 July AUS-based horses depart AUS Subject to flight availability 
17 – 24 July Eventing  Pre-Olympic  Camp   –   Unicorn 

Centre, England 
5  Olympic Team  members  plus  up  to  3 
reserves 

24 July 2012 Olympic Team move into Olympic Venue  

27 July 2012 Declaration of entries 1 hour after Horse Inspection 
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Part C:                       JUMPING 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

(1)  This Part C of the Nomination Criteria must be read in conjunction with the general requirements of the 
EA Nomination Criteria. Athletes should familiarize themselves with all the requirements of these 
documents. Australia has qualified as a team to take part in the 2012 London Olympic Games by being 
the best-placed team from FEI Olympic Groups C and G at the 2010 World Equestrian Games. A team 
consisting of 5 horse and Athlete combinations will be nominated to compete in the 2012 Olympic 
Games. 

(2)  All horse and Athlete combinations must comply with the FEI horse and Athlete Minimum Eligibility 
Standards, as published in the FEI Qualification System on the FEI website: www.fei.org. 

 
 
 

2. NOMINATION PROCESS - JUMPING 
 

The objective of the Nomination Criteria is to nominate horse and Athlete combinations that the National 
Jumping Selection Panel believes will achieve the best possible result at the 2012 Olympic Games.  The term 
‘best possible result’ covers both an individual and a team result and is based on the expectation that a team can 
finish in the top eight (8) places and/or 2 individual horse and Athlete combinations qualify for the final 
individual round of the Jumping competition at the 2012 Olympic Games. 

 

EA will conduct 2012 London Olympic Games Team Nomination Events (“Nomination Events”) in Western 
Europe. These events will be conducted during the period 1 May – 4 June 2012. 
 
To be eligible to compete in Phase 1 – First Nomination Event at either Lummen or Linz, Athletes must be a 
member of the 2012 National Elite or A Squad as selected by Equestrian Australia. 
 
 
The Nomination Process will be conducted in two (2) phases as follows (illustrated at Attachment 1): 

a) Phase 1 – First Nomination Event 

 

The first phase will be conducted at: 

• Lummen (BEL) CSIO4*  2-6 May 2012 , and 

• Linz (AUT) CSIO4*  10-13 May 2012. 

Eligible horse and Athlete combinations will be invited to nominate to participate in either the Lummen or Linz 
event. Each event will have a maximum of six (6) horse and Athlete combinations allowed as per FEI event 
regulations. The National Jumping Selection Panel will determine the horse and Athlete combination to be 
entered at each event by generating a random selection to equalize the number of combinations at each event.  

All nominated horse and Athlete combinations must compete under instructions from the nominated Chef 
d’Equipe. 

To be eligible to compete in Phase 2 - Second Nomination Event at Bourg en Bresse, Australian horse and 
Athlete combinations must have attained a MES. 

 

b) Phase 2 – Second Nomination Event 

 

The second phase will be conducted at:: 

• • Bourg en Bresse (FRA) CSI4*  31 May – 3 June 2012. 

The National Jumping Selection panel will select up to eight (8) horse and Athlete combinations to compete in 
the Second Nomination Event, in accordance with FEI entry requirements. The National Jumping Selection Panel 
will select the eight (8) horse and Athlete combinations according to the following: 

i. the five (5) horse and Athlete combinations with the least total faults accumulated during Round 1 of 
the Nations Cup competition and Grand Prix competition will be automatically selected to compete 
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in the Second Nomination Event. 

ii. up to the possible three (3) remaining horse and Athlete combinations will be selected by the 
National Jumping Selection Panel, at their absolute discretion, having considered the following: 

a. Performances at the First Nomination Event will be considered but do not automatically position 
one horse and Athlete combination above another in terms of selection for the Second 
Nomination Event; and 

b. Ability and experience of the horse and Athlete combinations to compete successfully at high 
level of international competition, including past international and national performances; 
performances at CSI 3-star events or greater, and CSIs-W Royal Shows and Grand Prix 
performances; 

 
 
 

The Jumping Nomination Process offers horse and Athlete combinations the opportunity to be nominated to the 
Australian Olympic Team in three ways. These are:- 

 

i.)   Automatic Nomination 

ii.)  Early Nomination 

iii.) Discretionary Nomination 
 
 
 

i.)   Automatic Nomination 

 

Horse and Athlete combinations seeking automatic nomination to the 2012 Olympic Team must:- 
 

 
a.)  be eligible and compete at the two (2) nomination events to be held in Europe as outlined in clause 

2 above. 
 
 

b.)  be one of the two Australian horse and Athlete combinations to have the least total faults 
accumulated during the 1st round of the designated qualifying round of the Grand Prix and the 
Grand Prix competition of the Nomination Events listed above 

 
c.)   have the passed the Veterinary examination by the Team Veterinarian and the horse be certified fit 

to compete to the level required for the 2012 Olympic Games 
 

 
 

ii.)  Early Nominations 
 

The Jumping Selection Panel may, in their discretion, nominate horse and Athlete combinations to the 
Australian Olympic Committee for nomination to the 2012 Australian Olympic Team before the Nomination 
Events to be held in Europe. 

 

In exercising their discretion, the Jumping Selection Panel will consider the horse and Athlete combinations’ 
demonstrated ability to meet the objectives of this Nomination Criteria together with outstanding performances 
achieved in CSI5* competitions held between 1 January 2011 and 1 May 2012, with particular attention to form 
in the most recent competitions from January – May 2012 . 

 
 

iii.) Discretionary Nomination 
 

Following the Early and Automatic Nomination of horse and Athlete combinations to the AOC as per clauses 
2(i) and 2(ii) above, the Jumping Selection Panel will nominate the remainder of the Jumping team based on the 
following criteria:- 

 

 
a.)  be eligible and compete at the nomination events to be held in Europe as outlined in clause 

2 above. 
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b.)  be the horse and Athlete combinations with the highest ability to contribute to the 2012 Olympic 

Jumping Team achieving the best possible result at the 2012 Olympic Games demonstrated by the 
following: 

 
i.   Performances at the Nomination Events: Placings at the Nomination Events will be 

considered but do not automatically position one horse and Athlete combination 
above another in terms of nomination to the AOC; 

 
ii.   Ability and experience of the horse and Athlete combinations to compete 

successfully at high level of international competition, including past international 
and national performances; performances at CSI 3-star events or greater, and CSIs-W 
, Royal Shows and Grand Prix performances; 

 
iii.   Ability of the Athlete to prepare their horse to peak condition for a major campaign; 

 
iv.   Ability of the Athlete to contribute to a positive Team environment; 

 
v.   The age, soundness and fitness of the horse; 

 
vi.  Ability, or potential ability, of the horse and Athlete combination to perform under 

the stress and pressure of at the 2012 Olympic Games; 

vii.   Any other factors the Jumping Selection Panel in its sole discretion consider relevant 
in the circumstances 

 
 
 

c) Consistency of performance and the likelihood of a suitable performance to contribute towards a team 
score may be considered. If in the opinion of the Jumping Selection Panel a consistent horse and 
Athlete combination will contribute towards an effective team score, this horse and Athlete 
combination may be nominated ahead of another horse and Athlete combination that has performed 
well under the Competition Criteria, but which, in the opinion of the Jumping Selection Panel, has the 
potential to be inconsistent. 

 
d) have passed the Veterinary examination by the Team Veterinarian and the horse be certified fit to 

compete to the level required for the Olympic Games 
 
 

3. PROCESS FOR THE DETERMINATION OF THE RESERVE HORSE AND ATHLETE 
COMBINATION FOR THE OLYMPIC GAMES 

 

The final composition of the four horse and Athlete combinations to compete in the 2012 Olympic Games can 
be made by the Jumping Selection Panel at any time following the announcement of the nominated team of 5 
horse and Athlete combinations, but no later than the team declaration as outlined in the FEI Rules for Jumping 
Championships and the entry requirements of the London Organising Committee for the 2012 Olympic Games. 

 
The selection of the reserve horse and Athlete combination is at the total discretion of the Jumping Selection 
Panel. 

 
 

4. EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES 
 
 

The Jumping Selection Panel may, in their discretion, excuse a horse and Athlete combination from compliance 
with the requirements of competing in the Nomination Events as outlined in clause 2 of the Part 3 - Jumping 
Nomination Criteria above, on the basis of extenuating circumstances as defined in clause 4 of the EA 
Nomination Criteria. 
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5. NOMINATION TIMELINES 
 
 
 

Date Event Comments 

01 Jan 2011 to 
17 June 2012 

MES Qualification Period  

26 Jan 2012 Shadow Team Announced National Elite & A Squads 

20 April 2012 Jumping Selection Panel announce 
combinations for Nomination Events 

 Confirmation of horse and rider 
combinations to compete in the first phase 
 

2 – 6 May 2012 Lummen CSIO4* First event of First Phase of Nomination 
Event 

10 – 13 May 2012 Linz (AUT) CSI4* Second event of First phase of 
Nomination Event  

31 May – 3 June 
2012 

Bourg en Bresse (FRA) CSI4*   Second phase of Nomination Event  

4 June Final Veterinary Inspection  

4 June 2012 Final Veterinary Examination Full Veterinary examination of all horses in 
contention prior to nomination of 
combinations to the AOC 

6 June 2012 Nomination of Australian Jumping Team 
to AOC. Team will consist of 4 
combinations plus one reser 

EA to advise AOC of Jumping Team for 
London Olympic Games. 

22 June 2012 Deadline for NF’s to nominate selected 
Athletes to AOC 

 

04 August 2012 Declaration of AUS Jumping Team of 4 
combinations to compete in Team & 
Individual Olympic competition. 

The Chef d'Equipe on the advice of the 
Chair of Selectors to declare the names of 
Athletes and Horses which will compete, 
from the 5 combinations selected by the 
AOC 
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Attachment 2 

 

2012 AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC TEAM CONSENT 
TO SHADOW TEAM MEMBERSHIP 

 
 

[insert name of NF] 
 
 

[insert name of Athlete] 
 

I consent to being a member of the Shadow Team for nomination by the above NF for selection to the 2012 
Australian  Olympic  Team.  I  make  this  acknowledgement  honestly  and  fully  and  confirm  that  this 
acknowledgement is not false or misleading: 

 
1 I have been provided with, or been given access to, and will be bound by and observe the terms of the 

AOC Olympic Team Selection By-Law, the AOC Selection Criteria applicable to my sport and my 
NF’s Nomination Criteria in force and as amended from time to time.  I acknowledge that all members 
of the Shadow Team will likewise be bound by and must observe the same terms. 

 
2 The AOC’s Olympic Team Selection By-Law and the Selection Criteria may be amended by the AOC 

from time to time. I will be bound by and observe the AOC’s Olympic Team Selection By-Law and the 
Selection Criteria as amended, and acknowledge that any amendments to the AOC’s Olympic Team 
Selection By-Law and Selection Criteria will be posted to the AOC’s website (www.olympics.com.au) 
along with the Qualification System applicable to my event. 

 
3 The decision whether or not to nominate me to the AOC for selection in the 2012 Australian Olympic 

Team is subject to the Nomination Criteria and is at the discretion of my NF. 
 

4 If my NF decides to nominate me for selection to the 2012 Australian Olympic Team I will be required 
to complete an Athlete Acknowledgement as determined by the AOC from time to time. 

 
5 In the event that my NF nominates me to the AOC for selection in the 2012 Australian Olympic Team I 

am not guaranteed to be selected in the 2012 Australian Olympic Team. The decision whether or not to 
select me as a member of the 2012 Australian Olympic Team is subject to the AOC’s Olympic Team 
Selection By-Law and Selection Criteria and is at the absolute discretion of the AOC. 

 

6 (1) I have not at any time engaged in conduct (whether publicly known or not and whether before
or after the dated of my selection), which has brought, brings or would have the tendency to
bring me or my sport into disrepute or censure, or which is or would have the tendency to be
inconsistent with, contrary to or prejudicial to the best interests, image or values of the AOC
or Team Sponsors, or as a result of which my membership would not be or would not likely be
in the best interests of the 2012 Australian Olympic Team or the Shadow Team; 

  

(2) 
 

I have not at any time (whether before or after the dated of my selection) been convicted of, or
charged with, any serious offence involving violence, alcohol or drugs, or any sex offence, or
any offence relating to any betting or gambling activities on sport, or any offence which is
punishable by imprisonment; 

  

(3) 
 

I have and will continue to honestly and fully disclose information to my NF and the AOC
concerning any conduct that might be in breach of (1) or (2) above or concerning any criminal
offence of whatever nature, with which I have been charged, or of which the I have been
convicted, and consent to my NF and the AOC making enquiries to relevant authorities for any
details of my criminal record (if any), including details of any charges pending or any spent
convictions disclosable by law, and consent to those authorities providing that information in
answer to those enquiries; 

  

(4) 
 

any matter arising under (1), (2) or (3) above is to be determined, or breach thereof excused, 
by the AOC in its sole and absolute discretion. 
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DISCLOSURE 
 

(Please identify if there are any matters to be disclosed in respect of paragraph 6(1), (2) or (3) above ie 
identify any disreputable conduct, criminal convictions or criminal charges.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 My contact details are: Address: 
 
 
 

Facsimile: 
 

Email: 
 

8 I will notify my NF in writing of any change in the above contact details.  Any failure by me to advise 
my NF in writing of a change in my contact details may be to my detriment.  Any announcement to be 
made or notice required to be sent pursuant to the AOC’s Olympic Team Selection By-Law may be sent 
to one or more of the above contacts, or such other contact as notified in writing by me, and in the case 
of: 

 
(1) post,  the  announcement or  notice is  deemed  to  have  been  received by  me  by  properly 

addressing, prepaying and posting a letter containing the announcement or notice, and to have 
been received by me on the third business day after the date of its posting. Any announcement 
or notice sent by post to me overseas will be forwarded by air mail; 

 
(2) facsimile transmission, the announcement or notice is deemed to have been received by me by 

properly addressing the facsimile transmission and transmitting it to the number supplied by 
me and to have been received by me the next business day after the date of its transmission; 
and 

 
(3) email, the announcement or notice is deemed to have been received by me by properly 

addressing the email address and transmitting it to the address supplied by me and to have 
been received by me on the next business day after the date of transmission unless the AOC or 
NF is advised that the transmission failed to send to the addressee. 

 
9 If I wish to utilise Specialised Equipment at the Games, I will submit a request in writing to the AOC 

Director of Sport no later than 6 months prior to the Games. This request is subject to the approval of 
the AOC in accordance with the 2012 Australian Olympic Team Membership Agreement – Athletes. 

 
10 This consent is governed by the laws applicable in the State of New South Wales. 

 
 
 
 

Signature of Athlete Date 
 
 
 
 

Witness Name Witness Signature 
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Attachment 3 
 

2012 AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC TEAM 
 
 

PARENTS/GUARDIANS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FOR MINORS 
 

 
 

Equestrian Australia 
 
 
 

[insert name of Athlete] 
 
 

I/we, the undersigned parents/guardians of the Athlete agree (and if more than one, then jointly and severally 
agree) as follows: 

 
1. the Athlete is under the age of 18 years as at the date of signing the Consent to Shadow Team 

Membership; 
 

2. I/we have read and understood the AOC Selection By-Law and the AOC Selection Criteria applicable 
to the sport of Equestrian (“the Selection Terms”) and have fully explained to the Athlete the Selection 
Terms.  To this end I/we have obtained independent legal advice as to the Selection Terms in order to 
clarify any doubts or concerns I/we may have had in this regard; 

 
3. the Athlete has read the Selection Terms and, together with the benefit of our full explanation, 

understands their meaning and effect; 
 

4. the Selection Terms are for the benefit of the Athlete; 
 

5. the Athlete's eligibility for being considered for nomination by the above NF for selection to the 2012 
Australian Olympic Team, may be terminated in the event of any breach of the Selection Terms; and 

 
6. this acknowledgement is governed by the laws applicable in the State of New South Wales. 

 
Dated: 

 
 

Signed by the Parent/Guardian ) 
In the presence of: ) 

 
........................................................... 

(Parent/Guardian’s signature) 
 

........................................................... 
(Witness’ signature) 

 
........................................................... 

(Name of Witness) 
…………………………………………… 

(Name of Parent/Guardian) 
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National High Performance Program 
 
 

National Dressage Squad Selection 
Criteria 

 

 
 
 

1. Preamble 
 
 
 

National Squads within the Equestrian Australia High Performance Program focus primarily on developing Australian 
combinations to compete at major International competitions such as the Olympic and World Equestrian Games. 

 

Selection in these Squads is an indication that Selectors have identified combinations as possible future Olympic or 
World Equestrian Games competitors.  Selection in these Squads will provide some support through the EA High 
Performance Program to assist selected to develop further. 

 
 

2. Definitions 
In these Criteria, the following words have the following respective meanings: 

 
 

“Combination” Means a horse and rider combination currently competing 
 

“Major Events” Means events such as FEI competition and National Championships 
 
 
 

All squads will be based on the General and Competition criteria as listed in this document. The selection will be 
generally based on performances in the preceding 6 to 12 months. 

 

In selecting and assessing potential squad members, the National Selectors will source information  from,  and  consult  
with  a  range  of  suitable  personnel  with  the  appropriate expertise and knowledge. 

 
 

3. National Senior Squads 
 

Appointed Selection panels will select three (3) squads selected as follows: 
 

National Elite Squad: 
 

�  Members of this squad are, in principle, combinations who are established at Grand Prix level and are 
seeking selection to the Australian Team for the next Major Championship (i.e.) Olympic or World 
Equestrian Games 

 

National A Squad: 
 

�  Members of this squad are, in principle, talented combinations who may not be ready for 
competition at the next Major Championship, but may be ready for competition the following WEG 
and/or Olympic Games. 

 
 

National Elite & A Squads will be announced in mid-January each year and reviewed mid-year. 
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National Futures Squad 
 

�  Members of the National Futures are selected primarily from Talent Identification 
Days conducted in each State by the High Performance Program. 

 

�  Once combinations are selected on Futures Squads they will not be required to attend Talent 
Identification Days, but their place in the Squad will be reviewed taking into consideration competition 
performances and also assessments at National Pathways Clinics throughout the year. 

 

�  The specific criteria for selection in the National Futures Squad are listed separately under the High 
Performance Talent Identification Program. 

 
 

National Futures Squads will be announced on or before 01 December each year. Futures Squads are not 
reviewed mid-year. 

 
 

4. General Criteria 
 
 

The following criteria are required for inclusion on National Elite & A Squads. 
 

�  Riders must have demonstrated fitness, rider experience, and ability to develop and maintain a consistent 
training program. They must have demonstrated that they are ready for a rigorous training 
program/preparation as required for successful international standard competition. 

 

�  Riders must be prepared to work within the High Performance Program structure and will be required to 
submit training and competition plans to the National Performance Director as requested. 

 

�  The primary focus will be on combinations that have shown the ability or potential to represent Australia at 
International level at a high standard. 

 

�  All riders must sign the Athletes Agreement before inclusion in any National Squad. 
Further to this, the owner of the horse named in the National Squad must sign the 
Owners Agreement. Both agreements must be signed and returned to the EA National 
Office before any combination will be named officially on any National Squad. 

 

�  In all instances, the standard of competition, the number of competitors, the number and level/experience of 
the judges and the overall quality of the competition will be taken into consideration. Whilst performances 
at FEI / EA events will be used as a guide, competing at major events will be necessary to ensure 
consideration. 

 

�  Riders are advised to compete outside their own state at least once a year in a major event to ensure 
consideration by the selectors. 

 

�  Horses must be sound and fit to compete to the satisfaction of the EA-appointed vet. 
Riders and owners must be prepared to submit their horses for fitness assessments by an EA-appointed vet as 
requested. 

 

�  Riders must be fit and uninjured and able to compete to the satisfaction of the National 
Dressage Selectors. 

 
 

5. National Elite Squad 
 

The squad shall be selected based on general criteria, listed above, and competition criteria as listed below. 
 

The National Elite Squad will be limited to up to 10 horse/rider combinations however this may vary from time to time. 
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Competition Criteria 
 

In principle, the Selectors will apply the following criteria when selecting combinations for the 
National Elite Squad: 

 

�  To be considered for selection on the Elite Squad, combinations should be achieving 67% or above consistently 
at Grand Prix level at CDI3* & above, CDI-W’s and CDIO’s either in Australia or overseas. 

 

�     Combinations may be asked to attend an assessment clinic as nominated by the Selectors. 
 
 

Holding List 
 

The Holding List is a part of the National Elite Squad. Combinations that have previously been on the National Elite 
Squad but are temporarily not competing due to a variety of reasons affecting either the horse or the rider may be 
placed on the Holding List. 

 

In principle, combinations may remain on the Holding List for up to 12 months only. If they do not resume competition 
at a level deemed satisfactory by the National Selectors within 12 months from the date of their placement on the 
Holding List they may be removed from the Elite List. 

 

Riders seeking to be reinstated onto the Elite list will need to compete at a CDI 3*, CDI-W or CDIO with a 
performance that meets the Elite Squad criteria and passed fit by an EA- appointed vet following the competition. 

 

In exceptional circumstances this may be extended beyond 12 months but must be agreed to by the High Performance 
Manager. 

 
 

6. National A Squad 
 

The squad shall be selected based on general criteria, listed above, and competition criteria as listed below 
 

The National A Squad may contain up to 15 horse/rider combinations; however, this may vary from time to time. 
 

The National A Squad will ideally contain: 
 

1.  Promising new combinations that may have recently begun competing at Intermediate 
11 / Grand Prix level or: 

 

2.  Combinations that are competing at Inter 1 or PSG or: 
 

3.  Any promising combinations that the National Selectors feel have the potential to meet the stated objective for 
the A Squad 

 

Competition criteria 
 

In principle, the Selectors will apply the following criteria when selecting combinations for the National A 
Squad: 

 

�  The horses will be in the age range of 7 to 11 years. In some circumstances the age limit may be extended. 
�  Have consistently achieved scores of 67% and above at Prix St 

Georges/Intermediate 1 level at major National and/or International competitions 
�  Have achieved 65% consistently at Intermediate 11/Grand Prix at major national competitions 
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National High Performance Program 
 
 

National Eventing Squad Selection 
Criteria 2011 

 

 
 
 

1. Preamble 
 
 
 

National Squads within the Equestrian Australia High Performance Program focus primarily on developing Australian 
combinations to compete at major International competitions such as the Olympic and World Equestrian Games. 

 

Selection in these Squads is an indication that Selectors have identified combinations as possible future Olympic or 
World Equestrian Games competitors.  Selection in these Squads will provide some support through the EA High 
Performance Program to assist selected to develop further. 

 
 

2. Definitions 
In these Criteria, the following words have the following respective meanings: 

 
 

“Combination” Means a horse and rider combination currently competing 
 

“Major Events” Means events all CCI4* and CCI3* 
 
 
 

All squads will be based on the General and Competition criteria as listed in this document. The selection will be 
generally based on performances in the preceding 6 to 12 months. 

 

In selecting and assessing potential squad members, the National Selectors will source information  from,  and  consult  
with  a  range  of  suitable  personnel  with  the  appropriate expertise and knowledge. 

 
 

3. National Senior Squads 
 

Appointed Selection panels will select three (3) squads selected as follows: 
 

National Elite Squad: 
 

�  Members of this squad are ideally combinations who are established at CCI4*/3* and are seeking 
selection to the Australian Team for the next Major Championship (i.e.) Olympic or World Equestrian 
Games 

 

National A Squad: 
 

�  Members of this squad are, in principle, talented combinations who may not be ready for 
competition at the next Major Championship, but may be ready for competition the following WEG 
and/or Olympic Games. 

 
 

National Elite & A Squads will be announced in mid January each year and reviewed mid-year. 
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National Futures Squad 
 

�  Members of the National Futures are selected primarily from Talent Identification 
Days conducted in each State by the High Performance Program. 

 

�  Once combinations are selected on Futures Squads they will not be required to attend Talent 
Identification Days, but their place in the Squad will be reviewed taking into consideration competition 
performances and also assessments at National Pathways Clinics throughout the year. 

 

�  The specific criteria for selection in the National Futures Squad are listed separately under the High 
Performance Talent Identification Program. 

 
 

National Futures Squads will be announced on or before 01 December each year. Futures Squads are not 
reviewed mid-year. 

 
 

4. General Criteria 
 
 

The following criteria are required for inclusion on National Elite & A Squads. 
 

�  Riders must have demonstrated fitness, rider experience, and ability to develop and maintain a consistent 
training program. They must have demonstrated that they are ready for a rigorous training 
program/preparation as required for successful international standard competition. 

 

�  Riders must be prepared to work within the High Performance Program structure and will be required to 
submit training and competition plans to the National Performance Director as requested. 

 

�  The primary focus will be on combinations that have shown the ability or potential to represent Australia at 
International level at a high standard. 

 

�  All riders must sign the Athletes Agreement before inclusion in any National Squad. 
Further to this, the owner of the horse named in the National Squad must sign the 
Owners Agreement. Both agreements must be signed and returned to the EA National 
Office before any combination will be named officially on any National Squad. 

 

�  In all instances, the standard of competition, the number of competitors, the number and level/experience of 
the judges and the overall quality of the competition will be taken into consideration. Whilst performances 
at FEI / EA events will be used as a guide, competing at major events will be necessary to ensure 
consideration. 

 

�  Horses must be sound and fit to compete to the satisfaction of the EA-appointed vet. 
Riders and owners must be prepared to submit their horses for fitness assessments by an EA-appointed vet as 
requested. 

 

�  Riders must be fit and able to compete to the satisfaction of the National Performance 
Director. 

 
 

5. National Elite Squad 
 

The squad shall be selected based on general criteria, listed above, and competition criteria as listed below. 
 

The National Elite Squad will be limited to up to 10 horse/rider combinations; however, this may vary from time to 
time. 
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Competition Criteria 
 

In principle, the Selectors will apply the following criteria when selecting combinations for the National 
Elite Squad: 

 

�    To be considered for selection on the Elite Squad, combinations should generally be achieving*: 
 

 
 

�   a final score of 50 penalties or less for competitions at CCI *** level; and 
 

�   a final score of 55 penalties or less for competitions at CCI **** level. 
 

 
 

�    Combinations may be asked to attend an assessment clinic as nominated by the Selectors. 
 

 
 

Selectors reserve the right to include combinations that have not met these criteria. In considering 
combinations that have not met the elite squad criteria, the Selectors may have regard to extenuating factors. 
These factors include, but are not limited to: 

 

� dressage judging; 
 

� relative difficulty of cross country phase; 
 

� relative difficulty of show jumping phase; 
 

� weather conditions; and 
 

� terrain on the cross country course. 
 

 
 

Holding List 
 

The Holding List is a part of the National Elite Squad. Combinations that have previously been on the National Elite 
Squad but are temporarily not competing due to a variety of reasons affecting either the horse or the rider may be 
placed on the Holding List. 

 

In principle, combinations may remain on the Holding List for up to 12 months only. If they do not resume competition 
at a level deemed satisfactory by the National Selectors within 12 months from the date of their placement on the 
Holding List they may be removed from the Elite List. 

 

Riders seeking to be reinstated onto the Elite list will need to compete at a CCI 3* or 4* with a performance that meets 
the Elite Squad criteria and passed fit by an  EA-appointed vet following the competition. 

 

In exceptional circumstances this may be extended beyond 12 months but must be agreed to by the High Performance 
Manager. 

 
 

6. National A Squad 
 

The squad shall be selected based on general criteria, listed above, and competition criteria as listed below 
 

The National A Squad may contain up to 15 horse/rider combinations; however, this may vary from time to time. 
 

The National A Squad will ideally contain: 
 

1.  Promising new combinations that may have recently begun competing at CCI3* level or; 
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2.  Combinations consisting of horses deemed to be in the acceptable age range 6 to 13 years for this Squad that 
have achieved a score of 55 or less in CCI3* 

 

3.  Combinations may be asked to attend an assessment clinic as nominated by the 
Selectors. 

 
 

Competition criteria 
 

In principle, the Selectors will apply the following criteria when selecting combinations for the National A 
Squad: 

 

�  The horses will be in the age range of 6 to 13 years. In some circumstances the upper age limit may 
be extended. 

 

�  Combinations should have consistent overall performances at CCI3* level. 
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National High Performance Program 
 
 

National Jumping Squad Selection 
Criteria 

 

 
 
 

1. Preamble 
 
 
 

National Squads within the Equestrian Australia High Performance Program focus primarily on developing Australian 
combinations to compete at major International competitions such as the Olympic and World Equestrian Games. 

 

Selection in these Squads is an indication that Selectors have identified combinations as possible future Olympic or 
World Equestrian Games competitors.  Selection in these Squads will provide some support through the EA High 
Performance Program to assist selected to develop further. 

 
 

2. Definitions 
In these Criteria, the following words have the following respective meanings: 

 
 

“Combination” Means a horse and rider combination currently competing 
 

“Major Events” Means events such as FEI CSI*** and above 
 
 
 

All squads will be based on the General and Competition criteria as listed in this document. The selection will be 
generally based on performances in the preceding 6 to 12 months. 

 

In selecting and assessing potential squad members, the National Selectors will source information  from,  and  consult  
with  a  range  of  suitable  personnel  with  the  appropriate expertise and knowledge. 

 
 

3. National Senior Squads 
 

Appointed Selection panels will select three (3) squads selected as follows: 
 

National Elite Jumping Squad: 
 

�  Members of this squad are, in principle, combinations who are established at FEI CSI3* or equivalent leveland are 
seeking selection to the Australian Team for the next Major Championship (i.e.) Olympic or World Equestrian 
Games 

 

National A Jumping Squad: 
 

�  Members of this squad are, in principle, talented combinations who may not be ready for 
competition at the next Major Championship, but may be ready for competition the following WEG 
and/or Olympic Games. 

 
 

National Elite & A Jumping Squads will be announced in mid-January each year and reviewed mid-year. 
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National Futures Jumping Squad 
 

�  Members  of  the  2012  National  Futures  are  selected  primarily  from  Talent Identification Days 
conducted in each State by the High Performance Program. Please note – this selection process will be 
reviewed in 2012. 

 

�  Once combinations are selected on Futures Squads they will not be required to attend Talent 
Identification Days, but their place in the Squad will be reviewed taking into consideration competition 
performances and also assessments at National Pathways Clinics throughout the year. 

 

�  The specific criteria for selection in the National Futures Squad are listed separately under the High 
Performance Talent Identification Program. 

 
 

National Futures Squads will be announced on or before 01 December each year. Futures Squads are not 
reviewed mid-year. 

 
 

4. General Criteria 
 
 

The following criteria are required for inclusion on all National Squads. 
 

�  Riders must have demonstrated fitness, rider experience, and ability to develop and maintain a consistent 
training program. They must have demonstrated that they are ready for a rigorous training 
program/preparation as required for successful international standard competition. 

 

�  Riders must be prepared to work within the High Performance Program structure and will be required to 
submit training and competition plans to the National Performance Director as requested. 

 

�  The primary focus will be on combinations that have shown the ability or potential to represent Australia at 
International level at a high standard. 

 

�  All riders must sign the Athletes Agreement before inclusion in any National Squad. 
Further to this, the owner of the horse named in the National Squad must sign the Owners Agreement.  
Both agreements must be signed and returned to the EA National Office before any combination will be named 
officially on any National Squad. 

 

�  In all instances, the standard of competition, the number of competitors, and the overall quality of the 
competition will be taken into consideration. Whilst performances at FEI / EA events will be used as a guide, 
competing at major events will be necessary to ensure consideration. 

 

�  While not essential, riders are advised to compete outside their own state at least once a year in a major event 
to ensure consideration by the selectors. 

 

�  Horses must be sound and fit to compete to the satisfaction of the EA-appointed vet. 
Riders and owners must be prepared to submit their horses for fitness assessments by an EA-appointed vet as 
requested. 

 

General Criteria form previous jumping criteria needs to be included including effectiveness of the 
combination, capability , perform under stress, contribute to team environment, consistency, age, soundness 
etc 

 
 

5. National Elite Jumping Squad 
 

The squad shall be selected based on general criteria, listed above, and competition criteria as listed below. 
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The National Elite Squad will be limited to up to 10 horse/rider combinations; however, this may vary from time to 
time. 

 

Competition Criteria 
 

In principle, the Selectors will apply the following criteria when selecting combinations for the 
National Elite Squad: 

� Past international and national performances; performances at CSI** events or above and CSIs-W, Royal 
Shows and Grand Prix performances where equine drug testing is conducted. 

� Ability and experience of the rider and horse to compete successfully at a FEI CSI*** or equivalent level 
international competition. 

 

 
 

General Criteria 
 

The Jumping Selection Panel has the discretion to place a greater emphasis on one or more of the general criteria in 
considering riders and horses for nomination to the National Elite Squad: 

� the  effectiveness of  the  horse-and-rider combination as  a  partnership capable of achieving a good 
performance at the Olympic/World Equestrian Games standard; 

� rider talent and horse talent considered by the Selection Panel as having the capability to compete for 
Australia at the Olympic/World Equestrian Games standard; 

� ability, or potential ability, of riders and horses to perform under the stress and pressure of an 
Olympic/World Equestrian Games 

�   ability of riders to prepare their horse to peak condition for a major campaign; 

�   ability of riders to contribute towards an effective team environment; 

�   riders will need to demonstrate that they are suitable representatives of Australia; 

� consistency of performance and likelihood of a suitable performance to contribute towards a team score 
may be considered. 

�   The age, soundness and fitness of horses will be taken into consideration 

� any other factors the Jumping Selection Panel in its sole discretion considers relevant in the circumstances; 
 

 
 

Holding List 
 

The Holding List is a part of the National Elite Squad. Combinations that have previously been on the National Elite 
Squad but are temporarily not competing due to a variety of reasons affecting either the horse or the rider may be 
placed on the Holding List. 

 

In principle, combinations may remain on the Holding List for up to 12 months only. If they do not resume competition 
at a level deemed satisfactory by the National Selectors within 12 months from the date of their placement on the 
Holding List they will be removed from the Elite List.   In exceptional circumstances this may be extended beyond 12 
months but must be agreed to by the High Performance Manager. 

 
 

6. National A Squad 
 

The squad shall be selected based on general criteria, listed above, and competition criteria as listed below 
 

The National A Squad may contain up to 15 horse/rider combinations; however, this may vary from time to time. 
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Competition criteria 
 

In principle, the Selectors will apply the following criteria when selecting combinations for the 
National Development Squad: 

 

� The horses will be in the age range of 7 to 11 years. In some circumstances the upper age limit may be 
extended. 

 

� Generally, the combination will have shown consistent overall performances at Mini Prix level, or equivalent 
1.40m overseas. 

 
 

Competition Criteria 
 

In principle, the Selectors will apply the following criteria when selecting combinations for the 
Jumping National A Squad: 

 

�   Horses should be competing. 
 

� Young horses that may have begun competing at Futurity and/or Mini Prix level but are not yet established to 
the extent that they are capable of competing successfully at national and international competitions. 

 
 

General Criteria 
 

The Jumping Selection Panel has the discretion to place a greater emphasis on one or more of the general criteria in 
considering riders and horses for nomination to the National Development Jumping Squad: 

 

�   the age, soundness and fitness of horses will be taken into consideration. 
 

� rider talent and horse talent considered by the Selection Panel as having the capability to compete for 
Australia at the Olympic/World Equestrian Games standard in the future. 

 

� the  effectiveness of  the  horse-and-rider combination to  develop  as  a  partnership capable  of  achieving  a  
good  performance  at  the  Olympic/World  Equestrian  Games standard in the future. 

 

� ability, or potential ability, of riders and horses to perform under the stress and pressure of senior 
competition. 

 

�   ability of riders to prepare their horse to peak condition for a major campaign. 
 

� any other factors the Jumping Selection Panel in its sole discretion considers relevant in the circumstances. 


